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PREFACE

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 requires that the social, economic, and
natural environmental impacts of any proposed action of the federal government be analyzed for
decision-making and public information purposes. There are three classes of action. Class I
Actions, which are those that may significantly affect the environment, require the preparation of
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Class II Actions (categorical exclusions) are those
that do not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the environment and do not
require the preparation of an EIS or an Environmental Assessment (EA). Class III Actions are
those for which the significance of impacts is not clearly established. Class III Actions require
the preparation of an EA to determine the significance of impacts and the appropriate
environmental document to be prepared - either an EIS or a Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI).

This document is an EA for the proposed replacement of the Fort Street (M-85) Bridge over the
Rouge River in the city of Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan. This document describes and
analyzes one alternative, and the measures taken to minimize harm to the project area. The EA
will be distributed to various federal, state, and local agencies for review and comment. A public
hearing on this document will then be held. If review and comment by the public and interested
agencies support the determination of “no significant impact,” this EA will be forwarded to the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) with a recommendation that a FONSI be prepared. If
it is determined that the preferred alternative will have significant impacts that cannot be
mitigated, the preparation of an EIS will be required.

This document contains a Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation for the proposed replacement of
the Fort Street Bridge, which is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
Programmatic Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act requires that an evaluation
be prepared when the proposed action may have an adverse affect on a property eligible for or
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or may impact publicly owned land from a
park, recreation area, or wildlife/waterfowl refuge of national, state, or local significance. This
evaluation must determine that there is no prudent and feasible alternative and that all possible
measures to minimize harm are taken before the project may proceed.

This document was prepared by the Environmental Section of the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT), in cooperation with the FHWA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the
U.S. Coast Guard, and other members of the Fort Street Bridge study team. The study team
includes representatives from the following divisions or support areas within the Michigan
Department of Transportation: Project Planning, Design, Traffic and Safety, Real Estate,
Construction and Technology, and Maintenance. Information contained in this Environmental
Assessment was also furnished by other state, federal, and local agencies.



PREFACE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

SECTION 1 - PROPOSED PROJECT

1.1
1.2

SECTION 2 - AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT, POTENTIAL IMPACTS, AND
MEASURES TO MITIGATE IMPACTS DURING CONSTRUCTION

2.1
2.2
23
24
2.5
2.6
2.7
2.8
2.9
2.10
2.11
2.12
2.13
2.14
2.15
2.16
2.17
2.18
2.19
2.20
2.21

Description and Purpose of and Need for the Proposed Project
ACTNATIVES ..ottt et ettt ettt et sttt ettt e eneas

Right-of-Way Impacts™. ... .. ... e e

Social Impacts*...

Considerations Relatlng to Pedestrlans Blcychsts and Tran51t Users*

Environmental Justice*..

Maintaining Traffic durlng Constructlon*

Land Use.. .
Indirect and Cumulatlve Impacts*

Historic and Archaeological Resources*
Recreational RESOUICES. ......ooviieiiiiiti ittt e e

Visual Resources..

Coastal Zone.. .
Floodplalns/Hydrauhcs

Wetland Impacts...

Water Quality*.

Fisheries and Wlldhfe e
Endangered and Threatened Spec1es
Noise*.......

Air Quahty*

Sites of Env1ronmenta1 Contarnlnatlon*

Permits Required*...

Additional Measures to Mlnlmlze Impacts*
Project Mitigation Summary “Green Sheet”™ ...t e

SECTION 3 - SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION

3.1
3.2
3.3
34
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8

Introduction.. .
Proposed Actlon and Need for the Pro_] ect

Historic 4(f) PTOPETtY ....coocvieeiiieeieeeeeeeeee e

Impacts on Section 4(f) Property™ ........cccooveiiiiiininieiinicneeeees
AvOIdance AILEINATIVES. .......cccuvieieeiiieee e
Measures to Minimize Harm .........ooooovvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e,
CoordinatioN. ......oiit i
CONCIUSION. ..ottt it e e e e e

vi

il

15
15
16
16
17
20
20
21
22
22
23
23
24
24
25
26
26
27
28
30
31
32A

33
33
33
36
36
37
38
38



TABLE OF CONTENTS

SECTION 4 - AGENCY AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

4.1 Agency Coordination and Participation...............ocvitiiiiiiiiieeieeeeieenes ce e e
4.2 Public INVOIVEMENT. ...t e e e

SECTION 5 - PROJECT COSTS

5.1 PrOJECt COSES. . utintiitt ettt et ettt ettt et e e et sea e e e e tbeebaeenbeebee e e

SECTION 6 - CONCLUSION

6.1 COMCIUSION . -« . ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ean

* Construction impacts are addressed in Sections 2.1-2.5, 2.7, 2.8, 2.14, 2.15, 2.17-2.21, the
Project Mitigation Summary, and Section 3.4 of the Section 4(f) Evaluation

EXHIBITS

Location of Proposed Fort Street (M-85) Bridge Project ..........cccevvvvevievciienienieenen.
Replacement on Existing Alignment (Alternative A)........cceevveevieniienieeiienieeeeeee.
Proposed Cross Section - Fort Street (M-85) Bridge Replacement...........................
Replacement on 13° Skewed Alignment (Alternative B).....c..coceveininiiniininnicnnene.
Replacement on 5° Skewed Alignment (Alternative C).......ccceevvieeiienieeiieenieeneennen.
Through Traffic Detour for Fort Street (M-85) ....cooouiiiiiiiiiieiieieeeeeeee e

AN e

APPENDICES

Appendix A — Bridge Photographs.........cccviieiiieeiiiecieeceeee et
Appendix B — Bridge Inspection REPOTt.........cceeviiriiiiiiiiiiiciieeeeeeeee e
Appendix C — Correspondence from Resource AenCies........c.eeevuveeeruveeririeeeiueeeniieeesneeesnnns
Appendix D — Hydraulics ANALYSIS .......ccveeiiieriiiiiieiie ettt ettt
Appendix E — Site Map of Sampling LoCations ..........ccccccvreeviiieeiiieeeiieeeiie e eevee e
Appendix F — Environmental Risk ASSESSMENL...........cccuieriiiiiieniiiiiieiieeieeiee e
Appendix G — Draft Memorandum of AGIreement...........cccveeervieerieeeriieeieeeeeeeieee e e

vil

39
39

39

39

N W

11
13
19

41
47
51
65
71
75
79



